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GALATIANS 5 – A PICTURE OF LIBERTY

• The POSITION of Liberty (Freedom)
Galatians 5:1-12

• The PRACTICE of Liberty (Love One Another)
Galatians 5:13-15

• The POWER of Liberty (Walk by the Spirit)
Galatians 5:16-26



LESSON
OUTLINE

-
Galatians

5:1-15

I. THE FREEDOM IN THE SON (5:1-15)
A. Protection from the legalism of 

the legalizers (5:1-12)
1) The work of Christ has freed 

us from the bondage of the 
law (5:1-4, 6-12).

2) The work of Christ will 
(someday) free us from the 
bondage of our body (5:5).

B. Protection from the license of 
the libertines (5:13-15): Paul 
warns against using freedom 
to indulge the sinful nature.



“
”

“Law means I must do 
something for God;

grace means that God does 
something for me.”

WATCHMAN NEE 

QUOTE OF THE DAY

2



Icebreaker Question #1

How do some Christians abuse 
their freedom in Christ?



Icebreaker Question #2

What steps can believers take
so they don’t become 

entangled by sin?



LESSON NUGGET

Jesus used leaven to picture sin
(Matthew 16:6-12). Like yeast, false teaching 
is introduced quietly, it grows secretly, and 
soon it affects every part of your life. 
Freedom brings with it the responsibility to 
serve. Love motivates us to fulfill the law of 
God. (Romans 13:8-14).



ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES

Christ Made Us Free
uGalatians 1:4; 2:20-21
Justification is By Faith
uRomans 3:28
Love is the Fulfillment
of the Law
uRomans 13:10

The Greatest 
Commandment
uMatthew 22:36-40
Love - The True Sign
of Discipleship
uJohn 13:35
The Spirit Gives Liberty
u2 Corinthians 3:17 

All Scriptures are NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (NLT) unless otherwise noted





CONCLUSION

Paul maintained that freedom from law (vv. 2–12) 
allows the Holy Spirit to provide both ethical 
guidance and power for godly living (vv. 13–21). 
This lifestyle is characterized by love and service 
(see 5:6). Paul said that freedom obligated them 
to serve one another, through love (v. 13). But 
where does love originate?

Continued…



CONCLUSION

It is produced as a fruit by the Holy Spirit; 
something the law could not do (5:6, 16–22; see 
6:1–10 for specific expressions of love). Paul’s 
point was to underscore the futility of living by the 
law. The law could not save, nor could it lead 
one to growth in love and holiness.



The Fruit of Freedom
Galatians 5:16-26
ICEBREAKER QUESTION:

1.What can a believer do to 
promote the growth of godly 
character in his or her life?

NEXT WEEK’S LESSON



Thank You
for Attending
Christian 
Development


